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Claim Amendments 

1 .(currently amended) A system for modular construction comprising: 

(A) a plurality of structural members, each of said plurality of structural members 
comprising: 

(1) a first lengthwise side and a second lengthwise side opposite said first 
lengthwise side, each of side said lengthwise sides being generally parallel 
to each other; 

(2) a first widthwise side and a second widthwise side opposite said first 
widthwise side, each of said widthwise sides being generally parallel to 
each other; 

(3) at least two slots along one of said lengthwise sides, each of said slots 
comprising: 

(a) a pair of generally parallel slot sides; 

(b) an open end along one of said lengthwise sides; 

(c) a slot axis parallel to and disposed equally between said slot sides; 
wherein a first one of said at least two slots defines a first outside slot which is located 
nearest to the first widthwise side and a second one o_f said at least two slots defines a 
second outside slot which is located nearest to the second widthwise side; and 
wherein the distance between the slot axis of the first outside slot and the first widthwise 
side is a predetermined slot-to-side distance and the distance between the slot axis of the 
second outside slot and the second widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the 
predetermined slot-to-side distance; and 
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wherein the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along one of 
said lengthwise sides is a whole-number multiple of the predetermined slot-to-side 
distance; and 

wherein oach of said plurality of structural mombera io adapt e d to be detachably 
oonncotod slot - to slot to e aoh of th e oth e r of said plura&y of structural mombcra eachof 
said at least two slots alone one of said lengthwise sides of one of said plurality of 
structural members is detachably and selectively connected stot-to-slot to one of all of 
said at least two slots along one of said lengthwise sides of each of the other of said 
plurality of structural members . 

% (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein each of said slots has a 
substantially equal slot depth, 

3. (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein the distance between the 

slot axis of the second outside slot and the second widthwise side is equal to the 
predetermined slot-to-side distance. 

4. (currently amended) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein at least one of 

said structural members includes a slot along the lengthwise side opposite the lengthwise 
side having said at least two slots. 

5. (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein at least one of said 

structural members includes a slot along the first widthwise side. 



{ 0740 8^00/0 1 0 1/0063772 1 .DOC. ) 5 

PAGE 6/35 * RCVD AT 9/20/2004 4:48:25 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):0848 



SEP. 20. 2004 4:03PM CHAMBLISS, BAHNER 423-265-9574 

* 



NO. 1825 P. 7 



ii r 

6, (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein at least one of said 

structural members includes a slot along the first widthwise side and the second 
widthwise side. 

7, (currently amended) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein at least one of 

said structural members includes a slot along the lengthwise side opposite the lengthwise 
side having gajd| at least two slots, the first widthwise side and the second widthwise side. 

8, (currently amended) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein at least one of 

said structural members includes at least two slots along the first lengthwise side of said 
structural member and at least two slots along the second lengthwise side of said 
structural member whereby a first one of said at least two slots along the first lengthwise 
side defines a first lengthwise side first outside slot a second one of said at least two slots 
along the first lengthwise side defines a first lengthwise side second outside slot a first; 
one of said at least two slots along the secondjengthwise side defines a second 
lengthwise side first outside slot and a second one of said at least two slots along the 
second lengthwise side defines a second lengthwise side second outside slot : 
wherein a sai^ first lengthwise side first outside slot is located adjacent to the first 
widthwise side, a said first lengthwise side second outside slot is located adjacent to the 
second widthwise side, a the second lengthwise side first outside slot is located adjacent 
to the first widthwise side, and a the second lengthwise side second outside slot is located 
adjacent to the second widthwise side; and * 
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wherein the distance between the slot axis of the first lengthwise side first outside slot 
and the first widthwise side is a first predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance 
between the slot axis of the first lengthwise side second outside slot and the second 
widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the first predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between the slot axis of the second lengthwise side first outside slot 
and the first widthwise side is a second predetermined slot-to-side distance, and the 
distance between the slot axis of the second lengthwise side second outside slot and the 
second widthwise side is a whole-nugiber multiple of the second predetermined slot-to- 
side distance; and 

wherein the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the first 
lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the first predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, and the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the 
second lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the second predetermined slot-to- 
side distance; and 

wherein each of said plurality of structural members is adapted to be detachably 
connected slot-to-slot to each of the other of said plurality of structural members. 

9.(original) The system for modular construction of Claim 8 wherein the first predetermined 
slot-to-side distance is equal to the second predetermined slot-to-side distance. 

KX(original) The system for modular construction of Claim 8 wherein the distance between the 
slot axis of the first lengthwise side second outside slot and the second widthwise side is 
equal to the first predetermined slot-to-side distance, and the distance between the slot 
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axis of the second lengthwise side second outside slot and the second widthwise side is 
equal to the second predetermined slot-to-side distance. 

1 1 .(currently amended) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein at least one of 
said structural members includes at least two slots along the first lengthwise side and at 
least two slots along the first widthwise side whereby a first one of said at least two slots 
along the first lengthwise side defines a first lengthwise side first outside slot, a second 
one of said at least two slots along the first lengthwise side defines a first lengthwise side 
second outside slot a first one of said at least two slots along the first widthwise side 
defines a first widthwise side first outside slot and a second one of said at least two slots 
along the first widthwise side defines a first widthwise side second outside slot , 
wherein a said first lengthwise side first outside slot is located adjacent to the first 
widthwise side, a said first lengthwise side second outside slot is located adjacent to the 
second widthwise side, a the first widthwise side first outside slot is located adjacent to 
the first lengthwise side, and a the first widthwise side second outside slot is located 
adjacent to the second lengthwise side; and 

wherein the distance between the slot axis of the first lengthwise side first outside slot 
and the first widthwise side is a first predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance 
between the slot axis of the first lengthwise side second outside slot and the second 
widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the first predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between the slot axis of the first widthwise side first outside slot 
and the first lengthwise side is a second predetermined slot-to-side distance, and the 
distance between the slot axis of the first widthwise side second outside slot and tfte 
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second lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the second predetermined slot-to- 
side distance; and 

wherein the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the first 
lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the first predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, and the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the 
first widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the second predetermined slot-to-side 
distance; and 

wherein each of said plurality of structural members is adapted to be detachably 
connected slot-to-slot to each of the other of said plurality of structural members. 

12, (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 1 wherein the first predetermined 

slot-to-side distance is equal to the second predetermined slot-to-side distance. 

1 3. (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 1 wherein the distance between the 

slot axis of the first widthwise side second outside slot and the second lengthwise side is 
equal to the second predetermined slot-to-side distance. 

Recurrently amended) The system for modular construction of Claim I wherein at least one of 
said structural members includes at least.two slots along the first lengthwise side, at least 
two slots along the first widthwise side, and at least two slots along the second widthwise 
side whereby a first one of said at least two slots _a_long the first lengthwise side defines a 
first lengthwise side first outside slot, a second one of said at least two slots along the 
first lengthwise side defines a first lengthwise side second outside slot a first one*bf said 
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at least two slots along the first widthwise side defines a fi rst widthwise side first outside 
slot a second one of said at least two slots alone the first widthwise side defines a first 
widthwise side second outside slot, a first one of said at least two slots along the second 
widthwise side defines a second widthwise side first outside slot and a second one of 
said at least two slots along the second widthwise side defines a second widthwise side 
SecQfldputside slot; 

wherein a the first lengthwise side first outside slot is located adjacent to the first 
widthwise side, -afte first lengthwise side second outside slot is located adjacent to the 
second widthwise side, -a the first widthwise side first outside slot is located adjacent to 
the first lengthwise side, a the first widthwise side second outside slot is located adjacent 
to the second lengthwise side, a the second widthwise side first outside slot is located 
adjacent to the first lengthwise side, and a fee second widthwise side second outside slot 
is located adjacent to the second lengthwise side; and 

wherein the distance between the slot axis of the first lengthwise side first outside slot 
and the first widthwise side is a first predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance 
between the slot axis of the first lengthwise side second outside slot and the second 
widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the first predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between the slot axis of the first widthwise side first outside slot 
and the first lengthwise side is a second predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance 
between the slot axis of the first widthwise side second outside slot and the second 
lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the second predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between the slot axis of the second widthwise side first outside slot 
and the first lengthwise side is a third predetermined slot-to-side distance, and the" 
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distance between the slot axis of the second widthwise side second outside slot and the 
second lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the third slot-to-side distance; and 
wherein the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the first 
lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the first predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the first 
widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the second predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, and the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the 
second widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the third predetermined slot-to-side 
distance; and 

wherein each of said plurality of structural members is adapted to be detachably 
connected slot-to-slot to each of the other of said plurality of structural members. 

15. (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 14 wherein the second 

predetermined slot-to-side distance is equal to the third predetermined slot-to-side 
distance. 

16. (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 14 wherein the first predetermined 

slot-to-side distance is equal to the second predetermined slot-to-side distance and the 
third predetermined slot-to-side distance. 

17. (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 14 wherein the distance between the 

slot axis of the first lengthwise side second outside slot and the second widthwise side is 
equal to the first predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance between the slof axis of 
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the first widthwise side second outside slot and the second lengthwise side is equal to the 
second predetermined slot-to-side distance, and the distance between the slot axis of the 
second widthwise side second outside slot and the second lengthwise side is equal to the 
third predetermined slot-to-side distance, 

18, (currently amended) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 wherein at least one of 
said structural members includes at least two slots along the first lengthwise side, at least 
two slots along the second lengthwise side, at least two slots along the first widthwise 
side, and at least two slots along the second widthwise side whereby a first one of said at 
least two slots along the first lengthwise side defines a first lengthwise side first outside 
slot a second one of said at least two slots along the first len gthwise side defines a first 
lengthwise side second outside slot, a first one of said at least two slots along the second 
lengthwise side defines a second lengthwise side first outside slot a second one of said at 
least two slots along the second lengthwise side defines a second lengthwise side second 
outside slot a first one of said at least two slots along the first widthwise side defines a 
first widthwise side first outside slot a second one of said at least two slots along the first 
widthwise side defines a first widthwise side second outside slot a first one of said at 
least two slots along the second widthwise side defines a second widthwise side first 
outside slot, and a second one of said at least two slots along the second widthwise side 
defines a second widthwise side second outside slot; 

wherein a the first lengthwise side first outside slot is located adjacent to the first 
widthwise side, a the first lengthwise side second outside slot is located adjacent to the 
second widthwise side, a the second lengthwise side first outside slot is located adjacent 
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to the first widthwise side, a the second lengthwise side second outside slot is located 
adjacent to the second widthwise side, a the first widthwise side first outside slot is 
located adjacent to the first lengthwise side, a the first widthwise side second outside slot 
is located adjacent to the second lengthwise side, e the second widthwise side first 
outside slot is located adjacent to the first lengthwise side, and a the second widthwise 
side second outside slot is located adjacent to the second lengthwise side; and 
wherein the distance between the slot axis of the first lengthwise side first outside slot 
and the first widthwise side is a first predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance 
between the slot axis of the first lengthwise side second outside slot and the second 
widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the first predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between the slot axis of the second lengthwise side first outside slot 
and the first widthwise side is a second predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance 
between the slot axis of the second lengthwise side second outside slot and the second 
widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the second predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between the slot axis of the first widthwise side first outside slot 
and the first lengthwise side is a third predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance 
between the slot axis of the first widthwise side second outside slot and the second 
lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the third predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between the slot axis of the second widthwise side first outside slot 
and the first lengthwise side is a fourth predetermined slot-to-side distance, and the 
distance between the second widthwise side second outside slot and the second 
lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the fourth slot-to-side distance; and 
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wherein the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the first 
lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the first predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the 
second lengthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the second predetermined slot-to- 
side distance, the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the 
first widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the third predetermined slot-to-side 
distance, and the distance between each of the slot axes of the at least two slots along the 
second widthwise side is a whole-number multiple of the fourth predetermined slot-to- 
side distance; and 

wherein each of said plurality of structural members is adapted to be detachably 
connected slot-to-slot to each of the other of said plurality of structural members. 

19. (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 18 wherein the first predetermined 

slot-to-side distance is equal to the second predetermined slot-to-side distance, the third 
predetermined slot-to-side distance and the fourth predetermined slot-to-side distance. 

20. (original) The system for modular construction of Claim 1 8 wherein the distance between the 

slot axis of the first lengthwise side second outside slot and the second widthwise side is 
equal to the first predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance between the slot axis of 
the second lengthwise side second outside member and the second widthwise side is 
equal to the second predetermined slot-to-side distance, the distance between the slot axis 
of the first widthwise side second outside slot and the second lengthwise side is equal to 
the third predetermined slot-to-side distance, and the distance between the slot axfs of the 
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fourth predetermined slot-to-side distance, 
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